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REVEALED: EMERGING ABORIGINAL ARTISTS FROM WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.02 pm]: I rise to update the house 
on the fantastic success of the 2016 Revealed: Emerging Aboriginal Artists from Western Australia program, 
which was hosted in April by the Fremantle Arts Centre. Revealed is a state government initiative supported by 
the Department of Culture and the Arts and the Australian government’s Ministry for the Arts. The program 
features a marketplace that brings together artists from more than 20 Aboriginal art centres across the state, 
including from a number of extremely remote areas, and gives them the opportunity to showcase and sell their 
work directly to the public. In addition to the marketplace, the program features an exhibition of artwork by 
emerging WA Aboriginal artists; a symposium focusing on current issues facing the Aboriginal art sector; and 
a professional development program for artists and arts centre staff. 
I am very pleased to announce that, compared with the 2015 figures, this year’s Revealed program achieved 
a three-fold jump in sales and attendance. This year more than 2 500 people visited the exhibition on the opening 
weekend. Over the program’s 51 days, more than 19 500 visitors passed through the doors of the Fremantle Arts 
Centre. More than $367 000 worth of artwork was sold throughout the exhibition and a day-long art market. One 
piece by Kimberley Gooniyandi artist and author Mervyn Street was purchased by the Art Gallery of 
Western Australia and will become part of the state collection. Until recently, Revealed has been run biannually. 
However, given the tremendous results achieved over the past few years, the decision has been made to make it 
an annual event on the arts calendar. 
In addition to announcing these successful results, yesterday I also had the pleasure of opening the 2016 National 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art Awards at the Perth Cultural Centre. The Perth open-air installation runs 
until tomorrow and gives visitors the opportunity to view the barbed wire Emu sculptures by acclaimed artist Laurie 
Nilsen. The touring exhibition will then head to Brisbane, Melbourne and Sydney. I understand that 13 of this year’s 
finalists are from Western Australia. I wish them all the best when the winners are announced in early August. 
Initiatives such as the $24 million royalties for regions Creative Regions program, the Western Australian 
Indigenous Art Awards and the Art Gallery’s Desert River Sea project are a clear demonstration of the Liberal–
National government’s commitment to supporting and showcasing the talent of emerging and established 
Aboriginal artists. 
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